
 

Becky Derrick 

Obituary 

 

Will Smith, (Willard Christopher Smith, Jr.) rapper, songwriter, actor and producer died unexpectedly on  

[date ] in [ place ]  the cause was   [             ].  

Smith was born September 25, 1968 in Philadelphia, Pa., to Willard C. Smith Sr. and Caroline Smith.  He 

went to Overbrook High School where he graduated in 1987. 

Rapping, songwriting, producing laughter and spending time with family has been the legacy of 

entertainer Will Smith. Whether with his family, co-workers or fans, his infectious personality and 

sincere character made him successful in most everything he did.  

Smith is survived by his mother, Caroline Smith; father, Willard C. Smith; wife, Jada Pinkett Smith; sons, 

Willard C. Smith III or “Trey,” Jaden Christopher Syre; and daughter, Willow Camille Reign. Trey age 21, 

Jaden 15 and Willow 13.  

Smith was loved by many, as an entertainer he inspired and made people laugh all over the globe. He 

started out in the music industry where his rapping was known for his unique fun approach. He was 

known for singles such as “Just the Two of Us” and “Gettin’ Jiggy Wit It.”   

Smith also led a successful acting career. He was best known for his performance in shows and movies 

such as: “Fresh Prince of Bell Air,” “Six Degrees of Separation,” “Independence Day,” The “Men in Black” 

Saga and “Ali” (For which he played the character Muhammad Ali). “The Pursuit of Happyness” and 

“Seven Pounds” were films he not only starred in but produced himself.   

"Will has this very infectious personality, with a great spirit," NBC entertainment chief, Brandon Tartikoff 

told PEOPLE. "Whatever he has, you can't teach.” 

A devoted husband and father he wrote the song “Just the two of us” for his son Trey, (who is from a 

previous marriage to Sheree Zampino) and dedicated it to his parents. He later wrote a children’s book 

based on the song. He said it was “Special props to all of fathers out there holdin' it down." 

His wife Jada said of him “He's become my best friend. There's nothing I can't say to him, nothing I can't 

share." 

Smith will be greatly missed among family, friends and fans.  

There will be a public memorial service on [               ] at the [               ].  To send your condolences to 

family and friends please visit Smith’s Facebook page [                               ]. 

 

Followers may go to http://www.people.com/people/will_smith/biography/0,,20007655,00.html to 

learn more about his life. 

http://www.people.com/people/will_smith/biography/0,,20007655,00.html


 

 

 

 

 


